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£ APPOINTMENT WITH CONTRERAS
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“in the early summer of 1976 Col Manuel Contreras,°
head of DINA, Chile’s secret police; launched -an’
-3 ~ ‘operation to-assassinate exiled Chilean leader Orlando‘

Sz Letelier. It has now’ been-learned that ‘within . a
few days of “setting that plot*m motxorx, Contreras made a

sectef visit to- Washington, D L where he met with offxcxalsr o
of the.Central Intelligence Agency and also negonated the

-purchase of 1lleoa.l weapons and electronic spying equipment

with'afirm run by forrner C.LA. ol‘t’ eers Edwm leson and; :

FrankiTerpil. = .
. Wilsorr and Terpxl gamed notonety after a Federal grand'
jury accused them of exporting terrorist goods and services

to Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi of Libya,- whose " reglme is. )

high oni ‘the ‘Reagan Adrmmstranon s enemiés - list [see
Murray Waas s article on page 568). By 1978, the Federal -
Burean® of ‘lnvesnganon had establxshed that DINA agents
killed Letelfer‘ on U.S. temtory. That evidence; combmed"
with the. newly ‘revealed materials showing ‘that’ former
C.LA. officials ‘cooperated w:tl‘rother DINA covert opera-',

tions in’ the* United States; would seem to compromlse the"‘
Admrmstratxon s -efforts 10 rehabxhtate Ch les mrhtary"

dtctatorshlp as an anti-Communist ally..: <"

i The information about DINA’s clealmgs with the erson- o

Terpxl firm is based .on the accounts of one of those present-
at the meetmg with Contreras in early July— 1976, and on

report will examine D]‘\IA's. purchase of weapons and so

ofa Congressronal ban on such sales to Chrle L

: The new mformauan carl be placed w:th-startlmg results :

into the. complex frameworlc ‘of evidence already compxlecl
by the E; B.I: m the ﬁve-yeer—old Letelier ¢ case and it helps-'

explam- many- prevxously uaresolved questtons,, especially -

those. regardmg the C.I.A " behavior. Earller ‘evidence of

DINA’ s operauons, supplemented by this’ new information”

about the ‘three ‘months . precedmg Letelied’s: murder’ on"

Septembe: 21 1976, amounts to a compellmg Case that the g

C.LLA. was involved in arranging Wilson and Terpil’s arms.

and eqmpment sales to DINA,; Furthermore, mvolvmg the -

agerzcy in the violation of U. S. laws may have made it possi

TezaitAs St

Saul Landau, a Fellow at the Instrtute for Pohcy Smdres,

‘and John Dinges, a Washmgton D.C., writer; conducted ai>~:

lengthy investigation ofp,

b‘rrmaqwmwmm/

Embassv Row (Pantheon) -

' - working for Wilson-: ¢
" Muleahy’s account oa

.incriminating inform
crime. The evidence
Letelier case will be |

Colanel Contreras'

.us by Kevin Mulcah: ¢

by documents drawr
:the Treasury Department’s Buredu of Alcohol, Tobacco
“and Frrearms ‘We were shown i -inveices and " bills of sale| .
-drawn up by oné of Wllson ancl “Terpil’s companies. The
‘purchaser was identified as a DINA front orcramzauon
based in Santiago, Chile. AR R
’~At the time of the Contreras-Terpxl meetmg in Washmcr-
- ton; Mulcahy was president of* l’nter-Technoloay Inc..'an
. arms trading firm established by Wilson.and Terpil. ““It was
..~ Frank’s meéeting,”” ‘Mulcahy reealled and it took place on
'>a rainy Friday'afternoon ‘in early July. Terpil directed
"' Mulcahy and another American,’a former Navy mtelhgem:e
© " officer'who was in'charge of Latin American operations for :

;T erson toa nondescnpt two-story residence on the 1700
o bloek of R Street in northwest Washington. “It looked llke

; "f‘-,a typlcal C. I.A ‘safe house,* Mulcahy said> - A S
“There, "in " -a . second-floor- “office, Terpll mtroduced
Mulcahy to-‘two Chileans. One of. them was a “heaVy-set
rhan in his: mtd-405 with droopmg eyehds and ‘a kind ‘of
- benevolent look ‘on’ his face’ known as’ “Manny" Cori-
" treras, Mulcahy recalled. Although he was wearing civilian
clothes, the DINA chief nevertheless exuded ‘a” “clearly
-, .-military aura." The other Chxlean whose narme- Mulcahy
" has" forgotten “served as. an mterpreter. Mulcahy said that
~~Terpil was *‘deferentiat” toward Contreras: “I had Seen
Frank slap heads of state on the back, but with this guy he
-was downright tespectful, and kept his voice down.” "
,;Contreras S, reputanon had obvxously preceded hlm To
both his enemxes and fellow mtellxoence officers Comrems
‘was known as the most effi cxent and ruthless. secret police
chxef in the Amencas He had thhm the- space of two
years, vzrtually ‘eliminated polmcal opposmon ‘1o Chrles
mxhtary dxctator Gen, Augusto Pinochet.™ B
4 Mulcahy Tecalled that after Terpxl opened.the meeung,
we talked wrth Contreras about the detalls of an in-]
tegrated secumy system Az (M ulcahy descnbed thxs tousasa
\/anety of dewces that mlght be used to secure an embassy or
a like facility.) The system mch,ded «card readers, pmhole
cameras, telephone tappmg eqmpment -digital scanners fo
rr_xomtor telex traff ic and other sophnsttcated electromc
gear. Contreras purchased some of this equxpment The pur-
chase orders ‘shown to us by investigators list - “trans-
celvers,” “wxreless mductor earphones” and “mlcro-rmm
mleOphOﬂeS Pkd ."f'. H ..r i ’
~~The next xtem on the agenda a Iarge quannty of Colt
Cobras, which Contreras had expressed interest in buying.”
Bmmme-qmoqlihooozooma&d by many police
agencies because. it is a standard:zed ‘weapon thh inter-
achangeable parts) that has prover both durable and efficient. |
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